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PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL PERFORMANCE PROFILE 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Introduction 
The Pennsylvania School Performance Profile (SPP) is an integral part of the Educator 
Effectiveness System (teacher and principal evaluation).  As an online site, the SPP provides a 
school level academic score for public schools, charter and cyber charter schools, and full-time 
comprehensive career and technical centers. 
 

General Questions 
1. What is the purpose of the School Performance Profile? 

The PA School Performance Profile is designed to serve several purposes: 
 Provide a building level score for educators as part of the Educator Effectiveness 

System 
 Provide parents with performance measures for the school of residence, 

neighboring schools, and schools across the state 
 Inform the public of the academic performance measures of each district, school, 

comprehensive career and technical center, cyber charter and charter school in 
Pennsylvania. 

 Provide a tool to inform goal setting, planning, and resource allocation to improve 
student achievement.  

 
2. What role does the School Performance Profile play in Educator Effectiveness? 

Act 82 of 2012 addresses the evaluation of the effectiveness of professional employees 
and temporary professional employees serving as classroom teachers and principals.  The 
School Performance Profile academic performance score comprises 15% of each teacher 
and principal’s evaluation and will be a part of the educator effectiveness system for 
teachers starting with the 2013-2014 school year and for principals in the 2014-2015 
school year. 

 
3. What is the source of the data used in the calculations? Who performs the calculations? 

All data comes from PDE’s authoritative data sources such as PSSA results from Data 
Recognition Corporation, Bureau of Assessment and Accountability, Bureau of Special 
Education, Bureau of Career and Technical Education, Education Names and Addresses 
(EdNA), Pennsylvania Information Management System (PIMS), Pennsylvania Value-Added 
Assessment System (PVAAS) results from SAS, Inc., Advanced Placement (AP), SAT results 
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from the College Board, and ACT results from ACT, Inc. 
 
4. Is the School Performance Profile (SPP) replacing Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)? 

With the approval of Pennsylvania’s ESEA Flexibility Waiver, AYP is no longer the federal 
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upon a 100-point scale, using the following source data: 
 

Indicators of Academic Achievement 40% (44% for CTCs) 
 Percent Proficient or Advanced on Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

(PSSA)/Keystone Exams in Mathematics/Algebra I, Reading/Literature, 
Science/Biology, and Writing 

 Percent Competent or Advanced on industry certification exams [NOCTI (a job 
ready assessment for career and technical center students) and/or NIMS (National 
Institute for Metalworking Skills certification)] 

 Percent Proficient or Advanced on PSSA grade 3 reading 
 SAT/ACT College Ready Benchmark 
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11. 
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in order to be attributed to a school.   
 
17. How will Keystone Exams impact calculations in PVAAS? 

PVAAS reporting for the Keystone Exams will be provided in September 2013. This 
reporting will include students who have taken a Keystone related course and the 
corresponding Keystone Exam in SY12-13. This will NOT include students who are not 
enrolled in a Keystone course in SY12-13  (Example: taking a Keystone for federal 
accountability purposes only).   
  
The SY12-13 PVAAS reporting of the Keystone Exams will be included in the School 
Performance Profile (SPP).  Each Keystone Exam area is included in that PVAAS subject 
area for the SPP. 

 Keystone Algebra I will be included in the PVAAS Math reporting section of a 
school’s SPP. 

 Keystone Literature will be included in the PVAAS Reading reporting section of a 
school’s SPP.   

 Keystone Biology will be included in the PVAAS Science reporting section of a 
school’s SPP.  

 
There may be some schools that have PVAAS reporting for PSSAs and Keystone Exams in 
the same subject area (Example: PSSA Math and Keystone Algebra I. They would both be 
included in that PVAAS Math growth reporting for the SPP.)
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